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EPSCoR: An Emerging Force for Research in Nevada  
Anyone involved with research is familiar 
with EPSCoR, but for those who have 
not yet been enlightened, welcome to 
EPSCoR 101: 

EPSCoR is the Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Research which 
was started by the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) in 1983. Nevada became a 
funded EPSCoR state in 1985, and has 
been supported continuously since then. 

Following in the NSF footsteps, other 
federal agencies developed EPSCoR or 
EPSCoR-like programs as well. Nevada 
currently participates in NASA, Space 
Grant, Department of  Energy (DOE), 
National Institute of  Health (NIH), and 
Department of  Defense (DoD) programs. 
All EPSCoR programs are state-wide, in-
volving researchers from all three research 
institutions and educational components 
through the other colleges. All but the 
NIH grants are managed through the 
Nevada EPSCoR/System Sponsored 
Programs Offi ce located on the Desert 
Research Institute campus in Las Vegas.  

EPSCoR states usually have small 
populations.  Even though their citizens 
pay taxes that support NSF and the other 
agencies, those states don’t receive their 
share of  the funding the agencies grant. 
There are 25 EPSCoR states, as well as 
Puerto Rico and Guam. More than half  of  
the new bachelors, masters and PhDs pro-
duced per year come from EPSCoR states 
and yet as a total, they each receive less 
than 0.075% of  NSF’s research funding.   

To date, the State of  Nevada has 
been awarded, (since inception of  each 
program), $17M from NIH, $41M from 
NSF, $4.2M from NASA, $2M from 
DOE, $11.6M from DoD and in the past, 
$900,000 from EPA. All of  these EPS-
CoR programs have stimulated signifi cant 
research and science education in Nevada. 

Earlier this month, the national NSF 
EPSCoR conference was held in Kona, 
Hawaii. Nevada sent a delegation of  12 
faculty, staff  and students including DRI 
President Stephen Wells; UNLV President 
David Ashley; NSHE Executive Vice 

Chancellor Dan Klaich; and Nevada State 
Assemblyman Mo Denis. The four were 
invited to attend the meeting to learn 
more about EPSCoR and its role in the 
current NSF structure.  

Dr. Gayle Dana, Nevada’s NSF 
EPSCoR Project Director, gained valuable 
information in support of  its new propos-
al development which is due in January 
2008. It will fund Nevada for fi ve years at 
a maximum of  $3 million per year. The 
theme of  the proposal is Climate Change 
and includes researchers and other faculty 
from UNLV, UNR, DRI and NSC. 

Once again, the outreach program will 
involve all of  the state’s community col-
leges in an attempt to encourage students 
to enroll in STEM education disciplines 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics). STEM education has not 
attracted the numbers of  majors in the 
United States that many other countries 
now enjoy, so while STEM teachers are in 
high demand there is an insuffi cient num-
ber available for our public schools.  

The national conference brought 
speakers and panelists from across the 
United States. In addition, the new Direc-
tor for the NSF EPSCoR Program, Dr. 
Henry Blount, was present to spend an 

entire morning with the Project Directors 
from all the EPSCoR states.

UNLV student Mandy Williams presents her research poster at the NSF EPSCoR Conference.
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